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St Mark's and its Rectors – reflections of Jim Moore
1
 

 

The early years 

I moved to South Hurstville from Kogarah in 1936 with my parents but my first 
memory of St Mark's is being baptised with my infant brother, Ian in 1941. Later I 
joined the youth fellowship (The Forum), the Church of England Boys' Society and 
the choir.  The early years up to 1960 are covered in greater detail because this 
period saw St Mark's attain parish status for the first time and set the course for 
future developments and initiatives. 

The Reverend W.A. Brice (1934-1953) 

Reverend WA Brice was the clergyman at St Mark's for most of my early years. I was 
aware that our parish was not a hard line Sydney model and was part of a minority 
group that was on the outer with the group wielding power in the diocese. 

Land had been donated in 1942 for a church at St Martin's Blakehurst and I attended 
the dedication of the first building on the site on 5 October 1952 as a member of St 
Mark's choir. 

Bill Brice was a faithful priest who was hampered in his last years by ill health and 
died in office at the age of 73, there being no retiring age for incumbents at that 
stage.  

The church had not purchased a rectory and Mr Brice lived in his own residence at 
135 Connell’s Point Road.  This was probably the main reason why St Mark's 
remained a parochial district with an incumbent designated as curate-in-charge. After 
Mr. Brice died on 1 March 1953 the parish raised money to buy a rundown 
weatherboard cottage, 2 Prairievale Road, at the end of The Mall in August 1953. 
The parish had been collecting for a new church for years but £5,000, the amount in 
hand at Mr Brice's death was insufficient and parish income would not have 
supported the necessary mortgage. 

The Reverend Noel Delbridge (1953-1960) 

At Mr Brice's death the Archbishop appointed Reverend Noel Delbridge who was a 
returned soldier aged 30, who with his wife Zoe, brought new life to the parish. Mr 
Delbridge was interested in music in liturgy and Christian education and appointed 
Ray Holland, then aged 21 and an old school friend of mine, as choirmaster and 
organist, a position which he occupied until 1980.  Ray was a fine musician and had 
been organist at St Aidan's, Hurstville Grove which then had a tradition similar to St 
Mark's. He became an active parishioner of St Mark's and held office over the years 
as parish councillor, synod representative and parish nominator. 

Ray did not have an easy task forming a choir capable of singing anthems and 
musical settings of the services.  With the concurrence of the rector Ray decided to 
adopt the modern practice of dropping ‘amens’ from the end of hymns. One of the 
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churchwardens confronted Ray at the end of a service and said in a loud voice “we 
sing amens here”. This is only one example of the difficulty of making the necessary 
musical and other changes following such a long incumbency. The parish affiliated 
with the Royal School of Church Music and a musical tradition was established 
which has continued to this day. 

I mentioned earlier that I joined the choir – my membership extending from 1952 to 
2009 – and when I turned 21 was given a copy of the Cathedral Psalter, as was the 
custom.  This psalter was based on a pointing of the psalms which distorted the 
impact and meaning of the words and was replaced by speech rhythm after Ray's 
arrival, being the pointing still used.  A further change was that the choir met for 
practice on a week night, instead of a rehearsal of hymns and psalm after Evening 
Prayer on Sunday night. 

As the church now owned a rectory and had satisfied other diocesan requirements 
St Mark's was raised to parish status on 19 October 1954.  As a result Noel 
Delbridge had a change of title from curate-in-charge to become the first rector of the 
new parish. 

Teaching Christian Stewardship 

Under his leadership St Mark's decided to hold an every member canvass with 
systematic teaching of Christian stewardship in 1956.  This was a major commitment 
of effort and money and showed St Mark's willingness to try something novel as it 
was one of the first churches in the diocese to undertake this program.  It 
commenced with a loyalty dinner in Hurstville for almost 600 parishioners and one 
significant benefit from the canvass was the bonding of the parishioners who 
undertook the various tasks.  The groups so formed played a major role in the parish 
for years afterwards. 

Because of the new St Mark's designation as a war memorial church the percentage 
of offerings allocated to the building fund was an allowable tax deduction for 
individual givers.  I accepted the position of stewardship recorder which involved 
filing reports with the Taxation Department and issuing tax receipts to parishioners. 
This arrangement continued for offerings allocated to the Christian Education Centre 
until the mortgage was paid off in the 1980s.  Confidentiality was assisted by having 
the one person as recorder for over 25 years. 

As a result of the stewardship program parish income almost trebled and it was 
possible to build the new church, install a pipe organ and buy a more appropriate 
rectory at 31 The Mall.  The new rectory cost £5,300 in October 1957 and at the 
same time the old rectory was sold for £2,500.  

A major disappointment was the refusal by the diocese to allow St Mark's to lease 
land fronting King George's Road for use as a service station – because Sunday 
trading would have been involved. Instead in 1959 we had to sell for £9,500 the site 
now occupied by Shell.  I had obtained offers from a number of oil companies for 14 
year leases with upfront rental payments almost equalling the amount received for 
the freehold. 

The plans of the new St Mark's designed by architect, John Noller, were presented to 
parishioners on 21 October 1956.  The design was based on the centrality of the 
worshipping community with an uninterrupted view of the spacious sanctuary, with 
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the choir located at the side. The plans were well received although some 
traditionalists complained about the absence of an east window and a church bell. 

Fund raising in Mr Brice's time had been accompanied by a coloured drawing of a 
stone church of ‘churchwarden Gothic’ design but it would have been foolish to go 
beyond this sketch as there was no financial prospect of proceeding with 
construction.  

Zoe Delbridge was an active partner in the ministry and she set up a Young Wives’ 
Group and generally related closely to fellow young marrieds.  Zoe also established 
a branch of Mothers' Union in the parish. 

I have strong memories of Noel Delbridge's incumbency as I became a member of 
parish council in 1955 at the age of 23 and was appointed as rector's warden in 
1956, a position which I held until 1987.  I had completed a law degree at the end of 
1954 and for many years acted as honorary parish legal officer on the subsequent 
property acquisitions and sales, the preparation of ordinances needing diocesan 
approval and other matters raising legal issues. 

Seeing synod in action 

One of the results of St Mark's elevation to parish status in 1954 was that we 
became entitled to send two elected representatives plus the rector to the diocesan 
synod.  Max Brennan and I were the initial synod representatives and when he left 
for overseas study in 1958 he was succeeded by Ray Holland.  Our experience was 
an eye opener.  At first hand we saw the operation of the Anglican Church League, 
the political wing of the dominant low church grouping in the diocese.  They still issue 
how-to-vote tickets for diocesan elections and run a tight system excluding those 
holding different opinions from positions of influence.  

To provide some balance, parishes of the St Mark's type joined together in a Central 
Churchmen's Movement.  There were no how-to-vote tickets but a chance to discuss 
the matters arising at synod.  The number of such parishes has fallen over the years 
through the operations of the Presentation Board which controls the appointment of 
rectors. The Board is firmly in the hands of members of the Anglican Church League. 

St Mark's participated in the appointment of Archbishop Gough in 1958. The election 
of a moderate who described himself as an “Anglican before an Evangelical” was 
only possible because of a split in the Anglican Church League caucus.2 

Dedication of the new St Mark's Church 

Noel's interest in Christian education led him to take 6 months leave from January 
1958 to study in the US Episcopal Church, returning to participate in final planning 
for the new church which cost £30,000.  Two-thirds of the cost was in hand and the 
balance was funded by a bank loan of £10,000. The new St Mark's was dedicated 
7 February 1960 by Bishop Hilliard, Administrator of the Diocese, as Archbishop 
Gough's plane had been delayed by engine trouble in Europe.  After the opening 

                                                
2 The more recent operations of the Anglican Church League and its effect on Sydney Diocese are covered in 

Chris McGillion's book  The Chosen Ones – the politics of salvation in the Anglican Church (Allen & Unwin, 

2005).  It is clear that the Anglican Church League power-brokers have nothing to learn from the right wings 

of the Liberal and Labor parties in New South Wales.  Chris McGillion is the religious affairs commentator for 

the Sydney Morning Herald and senior lecturer in print journalism at Charles Sturt University 
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services in the new St Mark's on 14 February 1960 Noel left the following week to 
become Director of Christian Education in the Diocese of Newcastle. 

On his departure Noel asked me to edit the parish Messenger on a temporary basis, 
but my tenure continued until 1987 when the magazine was no longer printed as part 
of an arrangement by a group of participating parishes.  The Messenger was 
available at church and for many years was delivered to Anglican homes by a team 
of district visitors. 

The Reverend Robert Freeman (1960-1969) 

When Noel Delbridge left, St Mark's did not have a right of nomination as the diocese 
had brought in a new levy, an assessment which made no allowance for money 
given for building purposes.  The parish had no option but to defer payment of this 
levy in view of the mortgage commitment.  

As a result Archbishop Gough had the right to appoint and after a meeting with 
parish representatives in December 1959, nominated Reverend Bob Freeman, then 
rector of Blackheath, who had been chaplain to Archbishop Mowll.  It is interesting 
that a profile of St Mark's presented to the archbishop at the meeting recorded the 
following memberships of parish organisations: Mothers' Union 30, Youth Fellowship 
70, Women's Guild 25, Men's Society 30, Young Wives 35 and a combined 
enrolment of about 600 for the St Mark's and St Martin's Sunday Schools.  

The same profile stressed that St Mark's supported the holding of fellowship dances 
in the parish hall.  This may seem a strange issue now but in those days there was a 
move by low church parishes to ban dancing on church property.  They always 
threatened to make it illegal by ordinance of synod but this did not eventuate.  They 
regarded dancing as inflammatory and leading to possible immorality.  Our 
fellowship continued to exchange visits with other denominations in the district which 
also held monthly dances. 

Parish Council, which included representatives from St Martin's Blakehurst, then a 
‘branch’ of St Mark's, decided that they would rather have The Reverend Bruce 
McCarthy who was locum tenens during the vacancy.  McCarthy was a compelling 
preacher and had excellent relationships within the parish.  A motion was passed 
that I should ring the Archbishop and inform him of the parish's wishes.  This I did on 
Easter Monday 1960 and to my surprise he answered the phone himself and told me 
that he had already made an offer to Mr Freeman.  Naturally the Parish Council 
minutes excluded any reference to this issue! 

Before Bob's induction as rector on 8 June 1960 the property next to the church 
came on the market and was bought for £3,000 in March 1960 as a site for a hall 
with some thought that a rectory might also be built on the combined site.  In the 
interim it was used as a residence for a curate and later leased until the hall 
commenced. 

The pipe organ was a work in progress when the new church was opened and a 
piano was used until the organ was dedicated on 15 May 1960.  Ray Holland's 
expertise was valuable in the selection of the instrument which has a tonal design 
described as ‘neo-classical’.  Ray played some major works at the Evensong 
dedication and arranged for an organ recital to be given by Mervyn Byers, then 
organist at St Andrew's Cathedral, on 5 June 1960.  Bob Freeman was inducted 



Page 5 of 7 

three days later and The Reverend Bruce McCarthy moved on to later become rector 
of All Saints, Oatley West. 

A further stewardship program managed by Keavney Lucas was conducted in 1961 
and this time the main parish gathering was a concert held in the disused South 
Hurstville cinema on 17 February 1961.  This was probably the last event held in the 
building before it was redeveloped. 

The Reverend Bob Freeman was a gentle man in all senses of the term but found 
running a parish rather stressful.  He was unassuming and a good pastor but rather 
inhibited.  This was not helped by theological controversy from a deacon who often 
preached at Evensong and corrected what the rector had said in the morning.  It 
reached the stage that Bob Freeman went in to see the Archbishop with a view to 
postponing the deacon's ordination as priest but Bob told me that the Archbishop 
was not available.  

On 6 September 1964 Archbishop Gough dedicated an extension to the church hall 
at St Martin's. This addition beyond the tower of the original building provided a new 
permanent church. The interior design is similar to St Mark's and John Noller was 
also architect of this project. St Martin's became a parochial district on 1 October 
1967 and then had its own curate-in-charge.  In those days a parish was more 
territorial than it is today when the diocese has approved church planting.  The new 
incumbent of St Martin's objected to meetings being held in the homes of St Mark's 
parishioners who happened to live within the boundaries of St Martin's.  The 
objections were probably sharpened by the new man's theological differences with St 
Mark's. 

The foundation stone of St Mark's hall (or Christian Education Centre) was laid on 
25 August 1968 and the building was dedicated on 16 February 1969.  

Bob Freeman's resignation on 8 June 1969 resulted from a serious illness which led 
to his death on 31 December 1969 at the age of 53. 

The Reverend Owen Thomas (1969-1975) 

The Reverend Owen Thomas was appointed in 1969. Owen  had worked in a bank 
and came to us from the Parish of Epping.  He was a good organiser and introduced 
the Parish Savings Fund to St Mark's, and assisted with the setting up of St Mark's 
Pre-School Kindergarten which commenced operations in May 1970.  His wife, 
Hilary, was able to provide advice for the establishment of the kindergarten as she 
had been a kindergarten teacher. Owen appointed me as foundation Chairman of 
the Pre-School, a position I held until 1994. 

A Cape Cod extension was added to the rectory at 31 The Mall and mission giving 
by the parish was substantially increased. 

Owen Thomas was an energetic rector with a strong pastoral ministry and during his 
second year at St Mark's he introduced some of the first trial services which led to 
the later production of new prayer books by the Australian Church.  There were a 
few complaints about moving on from 1662 Prayer Book and the abandonment of 
Shakespearean English.  Some missed the ‘thees’ and ‘thous’ from the old prayer 
book but Owen handled the transition very well.  It was a parallel to the issues faced 
by the Roman Catholic Church after Vatican II in removing Latin from its services. 
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As part of the liturgical renewal lay assistants were appointed to assist at the 
eucharist and the altar was moved out from the east wall so that the celebrant faced 
the congregation. No structural changes were needed for this move which allowed 
adoption of a more contemporary liturgical practice. 

Owen had always been interested in education and moved to Trinity Grammar where 
he was later Master-in-Charge of History from 1978 to 1981. 

The Reverend Ken Le Huray (1976-1992) 

Owen Thomas was followed was followed by The Reverend Ken LeHuray.  Ken was 
a faithful pastor and a source of good counsel to many parishioners. He was a 
preacher who related the gospel to the real world and played a prominent role at 
synod. 

At his retirement service in 1992 Archdeacon Geoff Huard commented on his 
valuable contribution at synod and as the following speaker I asked, if it was so 
valuable, why did Ken seldom seem to get the numbers?  Earlier in these 
recollections I mentioned the activities of the Anglican Church League and nothing 
much had changed over the years.  Ken was always prepared to put a point of view 
at synod and I penned a few verses presented to Ken on the night: 

The Church League trembled at Synod, 
As Ken made perfectly clear, 
That all of their devious motions, 
Had come from a very bum steer. 

The Reverend Duncan McArthur  (1993-1995) 

Duncan had a brief ministry at St Mark's shortly after returning to Australia from 
England. He resigned after his wife, Jenny obtained a surgical appointment at Port 
Macquarie. 

The Reverend Peter Middleton (1995-2005) 

Our next rector was The Reverend Peter Middleton who came to us from the Parish 
of Annandale.  

Peter was an earnest, capable priest who was interested in theology and keen to 
pass on the benefits of his studies.  He introduced the Education for Ministry (EFM) 
program as well as the Natural Church Development (NCD) program.  His wife Jill 
participated in the ministry with young people in the parish – in spite of her 
commitments with a family of three children and work as a nurse at Mary Andrews 
Village and later at St John of God Hospital.   

In November 2002 St Mark's completed the purchase of a new rectory at 15 The 
Mall, which fully met diocesan standards and was conveniently located just across 
the road from the church.  The cost of $830,000 was provided by $686,640 from the 
sale of 31 The Mall – supplemented by donations and other parish funds. 

Peter was a forthright preacher and provided great theological insight for the EFM 
students.  
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The Reverend Chris Albany (2005-      ) 

This memoir resulted from a request for my recollections of past rectors but this 
potted history would be lacking if there was no mention of Chris Albany.  

Chris has served in the Dioceses of Perth and Adelaide and came to St Mark's from 
St George’s Paddington.  He has already had an innovative ministry with us, with 
strong emphasis on social justice and the environment and the need to present a 
relevant message. 

St Mark's rectors have all known that they have no prospect of preferment in Sydney 
Diocese which does give a certain amount of freedom.  Some senior office holders in 
the diocese have remained silent on issues such as the subordination of women and 
female priests, only to speak out on moving to other dioceses.  

Chris Albany has been prepared to state his progressive views on various matters at 
synod and has made an adroit use of the media.  I salute him for it.  

A personal note 

In 31 years as rector's warden and 53 years on Parish Council I must have attended 
over 600 council meetings.  Some of these between 1955 and 1960 during planning 
and arrangements for the new church ran until 11 pm or beyond, with good reason.  
Others were late finishers because of indecisive chairmanship.  

There were highs and lows at these meetings as we sometimes grappled with the 
need for decisions between the needs of the parish and the needs of the wider 
church.  St Mark's has recognised that it is not a club run for the benefit of its 
members but a living unit in the world-wide church of God.  

It continues as an open Christian community where people can explore the reality of 
God in an atmosphere of acceptance and trust. 

It would be impossible to name all those who have made significant contributions to 
the life of St Mark's over the years but I must mention Stan Ridgway and Andy 
Wilson who served with me as churchwardens from 1956 to 1971 during a time of 
great change and development in the parish. 

I have been privileged to have worshipped and served in the parish community of St 
Mark's and to have been a part of its ongoing life over so many years. 

 

James Moore 
August 2009 


